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SUBJECT: GREEK-TURKISH TENSIONS - REPORT FROM THE GREEK CHARGE 
IN WASHINGTON 

1. AT ONE POINT WHEN I WAS TALKING TO BITSIOS ON SATURDAY, 

HE GOOD-NATUREDLY REFERRED TO A TELEGRAM HE HAD ON HAND FROM 
THE GREEK CHARGE IN WASHINGTON. BITSIOS SAID THAT THE CHARGE 
WAS BEING GIVEN A "HARD TIME" IN WASHINGTON CONCERNING GREEK- 
TURKISH RELATIONS AND TENSIONS IN THE AEGEAN. LOOKING AT THE 
CHARGES REPORTING TELEGRAM, BITSIOS SAID- REFERRING TO THE 
CHARGE-THAT THE "POOR MAN" WAS GIVING "ALL THE PROPER 
ANSWERS", BUT WAS EVIDENTLY FEELING STRONG PRESSURE FROM THE 
DEPT FOR GREECE TO EASE OFF ON SOME OF ITS ACTIONS 
AND STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE AEGEAN. BITSIOS SAID THAT HE 
HOPED THAT I HAD TRANSMITTED TO WASHINGTON THE CONTENTS OF 
THE FULL BRIEFING TZOUNIS HAD GIVEN US A WEEK AGO CONCERNING 
THE GREEK POSITION ON THE AEGEAN ISLANDS AND THE GOG 
TREATY INTERPRETATIONS CONCERNING THESE ISLANDS. 

2. I TOLD BITSIOS THAT WE HAD INDEED REPORTED TO WASHINGTON 
THAT VERY HELPFUL BRIEFING BY TZOUNIS, AND I AGREED TO 
CONVEY THESE COMMENTS OF HIS ABOUT HIS CHARGE. HOWEVER, I 
WENT ON, HE SHOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE FOR A MOMENT THE INTENSE 
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INCLUDING GREEK REINFORCEMENT AND/OR MILITARIZATION OF SOME 
OF THE GREEK ISLANDS IN THE EASTERN AEGEAN, AND ABOUT 
STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENTS BY GOG OFFICIALS THAT ADDED TO 
GREEK-TURKISH TENSIONS IN THE AREA. I SAID THAT WE HAD VERY 
MUCH APPRECIATED THE GOG KEEPING US INFORMED OF THEIR OWN 
POSITION AND VIEWS ON THESE QUESTIONS AND THAT WE FELT A 
RESPONSIBILITY AND INDEED A NECESSITY TO MAKE CERTAIN THE 
GOG WAS EQUALLY APPRISED OF OUR OWN VIEWS. I SAID THAT THE 
GOG SHOULD BE UNDER NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE USG POSITION AND 
SHOULD NOT ASSUME THAT THE USG WOULD SUPPORT GREECE IN 
A DISPUTE WITH TURKEY CONCERNING THE AEGEAN NO MATTER WHAT 
GREECE HAD DONE TO PROVOKE THE DISPUTE OR HOW GREECE REACTED 
TO IT. 

3. BITSIOS THEN LAUGHED AT MY REACTION AND INDICATED THAT 
HE WAS MERELY TRYING TO GIVE HIS CHARGE IN WASHINGTON SOME 
MORAL SUPPORT IN DEALING WITH DEPT OFFICIALS. 

KUBISCH 
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